LEARNING

LONDON
AT THE VIEW FROM THE SHARD
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE PACK

WRITTEN BY LONDON TOWN TOURS. PUBLISHED BY MVP CREATIVE SOLUTIONS. PRINTED BY ELLE MEDIA GROUP

THE SHARD WORKBOOK COVER A5.indd All Pages

07/03/2018 10:38

WELCOME TO
THE VIEW FROM THE SHARD

The View from The Shard is London’s
highest viewing platform at the top of
the European Union’s tallest building.
Your journey takes you to the viewing
galleries on Levels 69 and 72, 244 metres
(or 800 feet) above London, via two
high-speed kaleidoscopic lifts.

The Shard cost
£400 million to construct

Throughout this workbook you will see
various symbols to help you:
Look at The View
Answer a question or complete an activity
in the pull-out section of the workbook

On arrival at Level 69, take a little time to
acclimatise to the height and get your
bearings. If you look above the windows,
you will notice pictures of some of the
landmarks that can be seen from that
side of the building. It also tells you which
direction you are looking at, and therefore
which side of The Shard you are on.
Watch the Welcome sequence
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Learning about London and its landmarks at the top of The Shard

1,000 YEARS OF LONDON’S LANDMARKS
SOUTH VIEW
From the top you can see hundreds of buildings and landmarks such as The Tower
of London. Dating from the 11th century, it’s the oldest landmark in London!

START WITH THE SOUTH VIEW

ALL IMAGES © THINKSTOCK UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED; THE IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM 2009, MR CHARLES DICKENS’S LAST READING: 1870 © MUSEUM OF LONDON

On a clear day, in the distance you can see where London meets the North Downs and Surrey
Hills – where our great metropolis meets the countryside. You may recognise the Crystal Palace
transmitter on the horizon. Look down to see Borough High Street heading off to the south.

The last person to
be executed at the
Tower of London was
the German spy Josef
Jakobs on 15 August
1941 after being
caught parachuting
into England.

The Imperial War
Museum was
founded in 1917.
It moved into its
current building,
which still is a
notorious London
landmark, in 1936.
The Imperial War Museum

The 19th century novelist Charles
Dickens set many of his novels
in London. He got his inspiration
from the places he visited and
characters he observed while
walking London’s streets.
Dickens was very familiar with
Southwark and Borough.
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1,000 YEARS OF LONDON’S LANDMARKS
EAST VIEW & NORTH VIEW
NOW MOVE TO THE EAST VIEW
Historically the east was always
a poor area, housing docks and
shipping industries.

After the City, Canary Wharf
is London’s second financial
centre but it used to be docks
where thousands of workers
loaded and unloaded cargoes
from the ships that brought
goods into London.

West India Dock was
London’s first enclosed wet
dock where goods such as
rum and sugar from the West
Indies were imported.

Canary Wharf

CONTINUE TO THE NORTH VIEW
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SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN 1751-1850, BUCKINGHAM PALACE 2009 © MUSEUM OF LONDON

You are now looking at the original city founded by the Romans in AD47.
Today the City of London is our main financial area and is known as the Square Mile.

The Great Fire of
London in 1666
destroyed two thirds
of the city, including
13,000 houses and
83 churches. Sir
Christopher Wren
was the main architect
behind the rebuilding
of London following
the fire. You can still see
some of his buildings
from the North View.
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1,000 YEARS OF LONDON’S LANDMARKS
WEST VIEW
TAKE A LOOK AT THE WEST VIEW
The West View shows the heart of political and royal London, including the Houses
of Parliament and Buckingham Palace.

Buckingham Palace
is the official London
residence of the
Queen. It has 775
rooms – imagine
how long it must take
to clean!

SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN 1751-1850, BUCKINGHAM PALACE 2009 © MUSEUM OF LONDON

Buckingham Palace

Every monarch since 1066
has been crowned in the
Abbey, with two notable
exceptions; Edward V - who
mysteriously disappeared
from the Tower of London in
1483 before his coronation
could take place and Edward
VIII, who abdicated in 1936.

The official title of the
Houses of Parliament
is the New Palace
of Westminster.

Westminster Abbey
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1,000 YEARS OF LONDON’S LANDMARKS
THE TOWER OF LONDON
The Tower of London was built by William the Conqueror after he invaded
England in 1066. It was intended to impress and intimidate Londoners.
Construction started in the 11th century with the White Tower and
continued over the next 200 years, during which the inner and outer walls,
additional towers and a moat were added.
Look at the Tower of London and imagine what it would have looked like in the 11th
century when it would have towered over everything, just as The Shard does today!

THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON 1666, RECONSTRUCTION DRAWING OF LONDINIUM LOOKING EAST © MUSEUM OF LONDON

Many people were
imprisoned in the Tower for
treason, particularly in the
16th century, including two
of Henry VIII’s wives and his
Lord Chancellor, Sir Thomas
More. All three of them lost
their heads!

The Tower of London

If you were a VIP, your execution would be
carried out in relative privacy inside the
Tower, but if not, you would have had a public
execution on Tower Hill with hundreds of
people coming to watch – it would be a great
day out!

Think about what it would have been like
to have a day out at the execution of
Sir Thomas More in 1535 and write about
it in the diary page in the pull-out section.
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THAMES TRAIL
THAMES THROUGH THE AGES
Running through the centre of London, the Thames is London’s main artery and is
215 miles/346km long. It is a tidal river and was once an important trading route with
hundreds of ships going in and out of the docks.
Compare the pictures below of London in Roman times and the 19th century with the river
you can see from the view today and make notes on the differences.

19th-century Thames

THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON 1666, RECONSTRUCTION DRAWING OF LONDINIUM LOOKING EAST © MUSEUM OF LONDON

Roman Thames

The river is lined with buildings
and there are ships moored at
its sides. Opposite The Shard,
across the water, are two
buildings directly connected
to trade on the river; one is
Custom House and the other is
Old Billingsgate.
Old Billingsgate
7
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THAMES TRAIL
BRIDGES
The Thames has
104 bridges for
vehicles, trains and
pedestrians.

Look at the view,
focusing on the bridges.

See how many bridges
you can spot, think about
what kind of traffic the
bridges are used for and
then place them in the
correct order they appear
on the River Thames in the
pull-out section.
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4

5

6

1. CANNON STREET RAILWAY
2. MILLENNIUM BRIDGE
3. LONDON BRIDGE
4. SOUTHWARK BRIDGE
5. BLACKFRIARS BRIDGE
6. TOWER BRIDGE
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Thames Barrier

The Thames Barrier can be hard to see from the top (ask one
of our guest ambassadors for help if you can’t find it), but it
plays an important role in protecting London from flooding.
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Name:
School:
Date of visit:

EDUCATIONAL WORKBOOK
PULL-OUT SECTION

1,000 YEARS OF LONDON’S LANDMARKS
Why was the Imperial War Museum founded in 1917?
What did the building used to be?
What was it more commonly known as?
Name two of the industries that used to be in this area:
		
		
What is the 19th-century novelist Charles Dickens’ connection to this area?
Name two of Charles Dickens’ novels:
		
		
Name two immigrant communities that settled in east London:
		
		
What was the tallest building in London before The Shard was built?
How did Canary Wharf get its name?
Name two landmarks that Sir Christopher Wren designed:
		
		
Who designed The Shard?
Name two other modern architects and the buildings they designed:
		
Which two kings were crowned at Westminster Abbey in 1066?
		
		
How many royal weddings have taken place in Westminster Abbey?
How many of the rooms in Buckingham Palace are:
Bedrooms?
Bathrooms?
State Rooms?
Name three things the Tower of London has been used for over the centuries:
		

PULL-OUT SECTION
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EDUCATIONAL WORKBOOK
PULL-OUT SECTION
What is treason?
In your diary, write about your day out to watch Sir Thomas More being executed on Tower Hill:

6th July 1535

THAMES TRAIL
Compare the pictures of London in Roman times and the 19th-century with the river you can see
from The View today and make notes on the differences:
ROMAN THAMES

2

19th-CENTURY THAMES

TODAY’S THAMES

PULL-OUT SECTION
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BRIDGES
Place the bridges on Page 8 of the main brochure in the order they appear on the River Thames below:

Where did the fish market move to when Old Billingsgate closed in 1982?
How many gates does the Thames Barrier have and how high are they?
When was the first stone London Bridge built?
Approximately how many times a year does Tower Bridge open to let ships through?
What percentage of England’s imported goods came via the Thames in the 19th century?
How many ships could be moored in the Pool at its peak?
How many boats can you see on the Thames today?
What do you think they are used for?

HMS BELFAST
Imagine you are a sailor on HMS Belfast escorting a supply convoy across the Arctic to Russia
and write a letter home to your parents or a friend describing the journey and life on board ship:

Dear

PULL-OUT SECTION
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EDUCATIONAL WORKBOOK
PULL-OUT SECTION
SHARD SONNETS
How many plays did William Shakespeare write?
Which three categories are his plays generally divided into?

How many sonnets did William Shakespeare write?
What is iambic pentameter?
Record any thoughts, information or ideas you have that will help you create your sonnet here:
HINT: THINK ABOUT RHYMING COUPLETS, LANDMARKS YOU CAN SEE, THE WEATHER

Create your own Shard Sonnet when back in class – refer to the notes above that you made
during your visit to The View from The Shard:

Title –
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PULL-OUT SECTION
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SHARD SUMS
Estimate how long it took you to come up The View from The Shard in the lifts, then calculate the length of
time it would take the lift to travel up the following landmarks:
The Shard from 1 to L68
The Gherkin
One Canada Square
If it takes one window cleaner three minutes and 30 seconds to clean one pane of glass, calculate how
many minutes it takes that person to clean all 11,000 panes of glass and then convert the minutes into
the number of days - if they work seven hours a day, five days a week
How many minutes to clean 11,000 windows?
How many days to clean 11,000 windows?
Take the height at Level 72 in metres. There are 70 floors which are standard height
and one floor (Level 69) which is triple-height. Work out the height of a standard floor and show
your workings HINT: THINK ALGEBRA
Now you know how high one floor is, work out how high L69 (triple-height) is in millimetres
If the Loo with a View uses 700 toilet rolls in a month, and each toilet roll has 500 sheets of paper,
calculate how many sheets are used in a year in the Loo with a View
How high are the following landmarks in metres:
London Eye?
Battersea Power Station towers?
Strata?
Monument?
Walkie Talkie?
The Gherkin?
The Shard?
Draw the landmarks on to London’s Skyline below in height order
from the smallest to the highest (The Shard):

PULL-OUT SECTION
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EDUCATIONAL WORKBOOK
PULL-OUT SECTION
THE LEVEL 72 LOOK!
Create your own ‘Level 72 Look’. Choose a theme – a season (eg autumn), event (e. Valentine’s Day,
Olympics) or a historical anniversary (eg Great Fire of London, Battle of Britain, Dickens’ birthday)
Think about how you’d create your ‘Look’ – the space available, who it’s aimed at/age group,
landmarks, colours, materials, sounds/music and props.
Record your thoughts and ideas below:

Design your Level 72 Look in your classroom as an art project, but draw an outline sketch here:

6

PULL-OUT SECTION

THE SHARD WORKBOOK A5.indd 14

07/03/2018 11:58

GREAT FIRE OF LONDON
Here is a selection of questions about the historic Great Fire of London.
How many can you answer?

In what year did the Great Fire of London start?
In what street did the Great Fire of London start?
Which type of building did the fire start in?
Who was Lord Mayor of London at the time
of the fire?
Which author watched the Great Fire of London
happen from his window?
Where did most people run to in order to
escape the fire?
How many people died in the Great Fire
of London?
Which major cathedral visible from the Shard was
destroyed by the fire?
What positive element came out of this tragedy?
How did the fire finally come to an end?
How much of the city was destroyed in the Great
Fire of London?
Which architect was put in charge of redesigning
London, including St Paul’s Cathedral?
What type of stone was used to rebuild
St Paul’s Cathedral?
What popular visitor attraction was built to
commemorate the rebuilding of London after
the fire?
Which recent anniversary did the Great Fire of
London celebrate (in 2016)?
PULL-OUT SECTION
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EDUCATIONAL WORKBOOK
PULL-OUT SECTION
We hope you have enjoyed your visit to The View from The Shard and learnt something about London.

THE MILLENNIUM BRIDGE 2007, THE THAMES BARRIER, THE PRIME MINISTER AND MRS CHURCHILL 1940 © MUSEUM OF LONDON

To remember your visit, draw a picture of your favourite landmark – remember you are looking down
on it, so try to capture that perspective:

Write the name of your landmark here and state why it is your favourite:
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THAMES TRAIL
HMS BELFAST
During World War II, HMS Belfast was deployed to protect cargo vessels that delivered
four million tons of supplies across the Arctic Ocean to Soviet troops who were fighting
Hitler’s armies on the Eastern Front.
HMS Belfast is permanently moored on the
Thames, directly below The Shard to the north east.

HMS Belfast is one of only three
remaining vessels from the bombardment
fleet which supported the Normandy
landings on 6th June 1944.

THE WORST
“JOURNEY
IN
THE WORLD
”

is what Prime Minister
Sir Winston Churchill famously
called the Arctic convoys

THE MILLENNIUM BRIDGE 2007, THE THAMES BARRIER, THE PRIME MINISTER AND MRS CHURCHILL 1940 © MUSEUM OF LONDON

HMS Belfast

As well as the constant threat of attack from U-boats and the Luftwaffe, crews faced
50 metres-high waves and temperatures of minus 30°C. The loss rate for ships was
higher in the Arctic than any other Allied convoy route, with more than 100 ships lost.
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SHARD SONNETS
SHAKESPEARE & THE GLOBE THEATRE
William Shakespeare lived and worked for much of his life in London as
an actor and playwright and would have known the area where The Shard
is located in Southwark. From your view, you can see The Globe Theatre,
a recreation of the Elizabethan theatre in which many of his plays were
performed in the 16th century.
Make your way to the West View and see if you can spot The Globe
Theatre – it’s not easy to find! It’s on the south side of the River Thames
near the Millennium Bridge.

The recreation of The Globe
Theatre was the brainchild of
the American actor and film
director Sam Wanamaker.
It took nearly 30 years for
the project to be completed.
Having originally closed
down in 1642, it finally
reopened in 1997.
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Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?
Thou art more lovely and more temperate:
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date:
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimmed,
And every fair from fair sometime declines,
By chance, or nature’s changing course untrimmed:
But thy eternal summer shall not fade,
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st,
Nor shall death brag thou wander’st in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st,
So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

07/03/2018 12:02

PORTRAIT OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 19TH CENTURY © MUSEUM OF LONDON

The Globe Theatre

SHARD SUMS
STATS ABOUT THE SHARD

Renzo Piano’s architectual drawing

PORTRAIT OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 19TH CENTURY © MUSEUM OF LONDON

Standing on
Level 69,
look up – this floor is
a triple-height floor.
If you look at the
windows, you can
see where Levels 70
and 71 should be.

The Shard opened in February 2013
and, at a height of

309.6
METRES

(or 1016 feet), is the tallest building
in the European Union.

You travelled to the
top in two high-speed
kaleidoscopic lifts,
which travel at
a speed of

SIX METRES
PER SECOND.

Check out the Loo with a View
on Level 68 – London’s highest toilet!
In an average month, guests at
The View from The Shard,
use 700 toilet rolls in the
Loo with a View.
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Find the following landmarks and discover how tall they are. Then
complete London’s Skyline in the pull-out section.

2

5
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1. London Eye 2. Monument 3. Strata 4. The Shard
5. Walkie Talkie 6. Battersea Power Station towers 7. Gherkin
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SHARD SUMS
LONDON’S SKYLINE

THE LONDON EYE 2009, THE MONUMENT TO THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON 2008, 30 ST MARY AXE ALSO KNOWN AS THE GHERKIN OR THE RE SWISS BUILDING © MUSEUM OF LONDON; DOING SOMETHING.CO.UK DATING AT THE SHARD © JOANA SARAMAGO;
MONOPOLY AT THE SHARD © RICO PATEL PHOTOGRAPHY; WIMBLEDON AT THE SHARD © MELVYN VINCENT 2015

THE LEVEL 72 LOOK!
DESIGN YOUR OWN
The View from The Shard often
changes the ‘look’ of the viewing
galleries for seasonal events.

Take a look at Level 69 and 72
and see if they are themed at the
moment. Think about what the
theme is and why it has been
decorated that way.

The View from The Shard often
thinks of new ways to theme the
viewing galleries to create a
fun and interesting experience,
and many guests revisit at
different times of the year to
experience this ‘new look’ and
see London in a different light.

How would you decorate Level 72
for an event, season or theme?
Think about what inspires you,
the space in the viewing galleries
and who you would like to visit your
space. What colours, materials,
sounds and props would you use to
transform the Level 72 Skydeck?
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